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AACTFest 2017—Iowa

Marshalltown Community Theatre is hosting the
state’s Festival March 16-19. Seven theatres are
bringing shows to the competition.
Marshalltown Community Theatre
Escanaba in da Moonlight
Ankeny Community Theatre
110 Stories
Webster City Community Theatre
A Nice Family Christmas
Wilson Performing Arts Center, Red Oak
A Number
Newton Community Theatre
Pvt. Wars
Great River Players, Keokuk
Eleemosynary
New Minowa Players, Decorah
The Pillowman

The three festival adjudicators who will be leading
the workshops, providing comments for each cast,
and determining which two entries will advance to
the Region V Festival in Brainard, MN are

Stephen Taft, University of Northern Iowa
Jim Walker, AACT Board Member, Aberdeen, SD
Mary Beth King, Minneapolis, MN

The rehearsals (which are closed to all but the cast
and crew) and performances will be held at the
Martha Ellen Tye Playhouse at 709 South Center
Street. Once a performance begins, no late
admittance is permitted. The ICTA annual meeting
will be held there on March 18. All workshops and
Festival Awards Brunch will be held at the Orpheum
Theatre Black Box as 220 East Main Street. The three
workshops on Friday will be repeated on Saturday.
The host hotel is The Best Western Regency at 3303
Sought Center Street where a block of rooms are
available at $79 per night. The Friday night party
and ICTA Awards of Excellence Gala will be held at
the Regency. Lunch and dinner breaks are on your
own at a wide variety of eateries in Marshalltown.
The registration form and tentative schedule are
included in this newsletter. Watch for more details
on the ICTA website and Facebook page.

Join us on March 18 for the 8th Annual ICTA Awards
of Excellence Gala. Get your best duds and your
bling on to make it a special occasion!
The first Gala was held during the 2010 ICTA state
convention in Webster City. Each year since, the
unique hand-blown glass goblets from Bogenrief
Studios have been bestowed during festivals or conventions to winners in these eleven categories:
Director
Actor in a Lead Role
Actor in a Supporting Role
Actress in a Lead Role
Actress in a Supporting Role
Ensemble Acting
Lighting Design
Costume Design
Scenic Design
Choreography
Musical Direction (added after 2010)

The process has evolved over the years, and continues to evolve in a constant effort to recognize the
great work of theatres in our organization. The
board has voted to expand those eleven categories
to be able to recognized excellence in musicals as
well as plays. Starting January 1, 2017, the following 17 categories will be available for awards:
Musical Awards
Outstanding Lead Actor
Outstanding Lead Actress
Outstanding Supporting Actor
Outstanding Ensemble
Outstanding Supporting Actress Outstanding Choreography
Outstanding Musical Direction Outstanding Direction
Non-Musical Awards
Outstanding Lead Actor
Outstanding Lead Actress
Outstanding Supporting Actor
Outstanding Ensemble
Outstanding Supporting Actress Outstanding Direction
Overall Awards
Outstanding Technical Design
Outstanding Costume Design
Outstanding Scenic Design

This program has definitely expanded, and it is the board’s
hope that more and more theaters will ask to have their
productions reviewed in 2017.
What an honor it is to receive a winner’s goblet!

Workshops you won’t want to miss at AACTFest 2017—Iowa
LESSONS IN LEADERSHIP: GUIDANCE FOR GREAT DIRECTING with Mary Beth King
This presentation offers traits, tips, and tricks that award-winning directors use to lift artistic teams and productions to
excellence in community theater. It is especially useful for beginning and intermediate level directors. Topics cover a
range of directing responsibilities with a focus on personal growth, artistic understanding, skills development, and
leadership across all production elements.
PUTTING OUT FIRES: THE MANY HATS OF A DIRECTOR with STEVE TAFT
Directors may face various challenges and wear many hats during the play production process. Although directors
are ideally visionary, inspirational, organized and creative, they are also coaches, cheerleaders, educators,
psychologists, tacticians, acting teachers, editors, promoters and more. This workshop will discuss example problem
solving techniques and various “hats” the director may wear during the course of production. Participants are
encouraged to share directorial road blocks they may have experienced or witnessed.
Jim Walker will also be presenting a workshop. Topic at press time is TBA. Details will be announced on the ICTA
website and Facebook page.

AACTFest 2017—Region V
Brainerd, MN will be host to the Region V Festival
April 27-30. Theatres winning state competitions
in Iowa, Kansas, Nebraska, Minnesota, Missouri,
North Dakota, and South Dakota will perform at
Central Lakes College, 501 West College Drive.
The full festival package cost of $125 per person
includes admission to all performances, adjudications, workshops, Friday night welcome, Saturday
box lunch, Saturday night cast party with cash bar,
and Sunday brunch.
The Friday only package cost of $60 per person
includes admission to that day’s performances, adjudications, workshops, welcome. Add $16 for
Sunday’s brunch.
The Saturday only package cost of $80 includes admission to that day’s performances, adjudications,
workshops, boxed lunch, cast party. Add $16 for
Sunday’s brunch.
Add-on single day workshops are $15 per person
per day.
Lodgings available in Baxter, MN are Comfort
Suites ($109 per night), Super 8 ($75 per night),
and Holiday Inn Express ($109-$129 per night).
Mention “AACT Festival” when making reservations.
The Saturday night cast party and Sunday brunch
will be at Prairie Bay Restaurant in Baxter next
door to Comfort Suites Hotel.

AACTFest 2017—National
It’s not to early to make plans to attend the culminating event of AACTFest 2017 at Rochester, MN June 26July 1. Winning theatrical productions from each of
the twelve regions will compete.
Check out the January/February issue of the AACT
Spotlight magazine or online at aact.org/2017 for
more information on the following:

The complete schedule

Registration fees

Hotel accommodations

Community Theatre Management Conference

Adjudication Training

Monologue Competition

Design Exhibition & Competition

Youth Festival

Youth Leadership Conference
New for AACTFest 2017 National Festival
Two performances by each National Company!
Each Performance Session includes three National
Companies. Afternoon sessions repeat in the evening
on the same day. Adjudications will occur the day
following each session’s performances.
A youth performance will be staged each day of the
national festival

Minutes of the ICTA Board February 4, 2017 Meeting
The Iowa Community Theatre Association board met in Newton on February 4, 2017. In attendance were Rick Myers, Norman
Ussery, Molly Ketchum, John Olson, Mel Wilson, Cheryl Zieringer, Donna Smithson, Bobbi Lutzen, and Loween Getter. President Rick convened the meeting at 12:40 P.M.
Mel moved, Norman seconded, carried, an approval of the minutes of the November 14, 2016, meeting as distributed through
Center Stage. In the absence of the treasurer, there was no financial report.
After discussion and revisions, the fund-raiser to be implemented at the AACT/Fest meeting in Marshalltown will be a 50/50
drawing. Molly moved, John seconded, carried. Tickets will be one dollar each or six tickets for five dollars. When the
winning ticket is drawn, the winner will receive one-half of the money; the other half will be placed in the L.K. Boutin
fund. (Mr. Boutin presented an endowment fund many years ago to be used for grants to encourage theater growth. Only the
interest is spent annually for grants. There is more information on the ICTA web site.) One drawing will be held at the close of
the Friday night performances; a new drawing will be held after the Saturday night performance session; a third drawing will
conclude the Saturday night gala. These are three separate drawings. The person must be present to win. Rick will check to
determine if a gambling license is required.
Loween reported that Center Stage should be out the second week of February. As the meeting progressed, various issues were
suggested to be announced in the newsletter. Several board members had received copies of the Minnesota newsletter and
conveyed their appreciation of having a copy which gave details for the Region V and national levels of the 2017 AACT/Fest
events.
There was much discussion on the Iowa festival. Activities include seven productions in the competition for the opportunity to
represent Iowa at the Region V Festival. The three adjudicators will each present a workshops on Friday morning that will be
repeated on Saturday morning. The ICTA Awards of Excellence will be awarded in eleven categories at the Saturday evening
Gala. Various suggestions were made for changes, especially in the time schedule and publicity efforts.
Included in ICTA’s annual meeting to be held the Saturday of Festival, will be election of five new board members. The nominating committee, consisting of Rick, Donna (chair), Molly, Jason, and Pam will seek candidates for three-year terms. Articles
in Center Stage and on the website (www.iowacommunitytheatres.com) will give brief information about board members’
responsibilities and opportunities to influence community theater in Iowa. Members interested in seeking a board position
should contact Donna at lenoxdonna@lenoxia.com immediately. Terms expiring are for Helen, Carol, Mel, Christine, and
Cheryl.
The Gala received many comments and suggestions. All reviews are requested through Pam, who in turn issues the review
forms to the reviewers. Pam, with assistance from Mel, will tally the scores and forward the scores to Cheryl who, with
assistance from John, will identify and notify the finalists in each category and compile and verify the information to be printed
in the Gala program. The nominees from every production from every theater will be listed. This program has definitely
expanded, and it is the board’s hope that more and more theaters will ask to have their productions reviewed. What an honor it
is to receive a winner’s goblet!
John reported for an Awards of Excellence committee (John, Mel, Cheryl, Pam). After discussing their recommendation, it was
decided that beginning in 2017 reviews of musicals and dramas will be placed in different categories for rankings. This means
that at the Gala held at the 2018 Convention there will be eighteen categories rather than eleven to receive a top award. Mel
moved, Loween seconded, carried.
Regarding membership policies, it was affirmed that individuals may become members under their own name and address, and
theaters may become members. There is no category for businesses.
A question arose regarding the inscription of a winning theater’s name on the traveling trophy that is won through the Festival
process. It is the responsibility of the individual theater to include its name with the other winners. Because this trophy is a
traveling trophy, John suggested that separate plaques be presented to the two winners, the runner-up, and the host theatre.
After further discussion, the consensus was to award plaques to the two winners, and framed certificates to the runner-up and
host. Rick and Donna are going to check prices. There was no motion.
There was discussion on what categories the ICTA Board would like the adjudicators to select winners in. Mel is going to ask
Sue Buekema to check with the AACT adjudicator for an opinion.
At 3:07 John moved adjournment; Mel seconded; carried. The next meeting will be at the March Festival.
Respectfully submitted,
Donna Smithson, Secretary

CENTER STAGE is YOUR newsletter.
Members around the state want to read
about what makes your theatre special and the
shows you are staging.
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Be sure to send your upcoming production
information and news about your theatre to
the editor at loweengetter@wmtel.net by
March 31, 2017
for the Spring Issue of Center Stage.
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Watch for the Special Edition in March with
highlights of AACTFest 2017—Iowa!
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Member theatre requests review 30 days in
advance of opening and conveys nominees to
Pam Ratliff (pamela.ratliff@gafg.com
Pam issues call to board members for reviewers
Board member(s) receives review form from
Pam and requests two comp tickets from the
nominating theatre
Reviewer completes form within 30 days and
returns it to Pam who records the scores.
Near the end of the review year, Pam tallies all
scores and sends names of the top ten finalists
in each category to the Gala chair.
The chair notifies the theatres of top finalists
from their organization and prepares a program
listing those finalists in each category by
theatre, play, name/role.
Awards are ordered and presented at the Gala.
A special issue of Center Stage highlighting
convention/festival and award winners is
published.

Theatre isn’t a
hobby. It’s a
way of life.

Theatre UNI will present “Palette of Possibility”
at Wilson Performing Arts Center on Valentine’s Day
a unique touring theatre production created by UNI theatre professor Gretta Berghammer and designed specifically to meet
the needs of youth on the autism spectrum and other developmental delays, their families and typical peers. Concepts such
as pretend play, shadows, light, the rain cycle, water play, beneath the sea and wind are explored through a variety of actorgenerated experiences for the audience that rely on playful,
non-verbal and movement-based interactions between the audience and performers.
The performance is at 6:00 PM on February 14th at the Wilson
Performing Arts Center. The performance is free, but we ask
that you call and let us know how many are coming due to limited space. Shows are open to all youth and their families and
will feature the hallmarks of best practices in production work
designed to meet the needs of special learners including interaction, engagement, participation, non-restrictive seating, sensory friendly lighting and sound, multiple visual cues, low language and movement/gesture-based storytelling.

Audubon Country Players Community Theater
Audubon Country Players Community Theater is celebrating 40 years of community theater. To honor this accomplishment, our community theater will be having two productions this year: a dinner theater in March and a musical
in September.
The Dinner Theater will be Friday & Saturday, March 10 & 11, 2017 with doors opening at 6 p.m. A buffet dinner
will be served at 6:30 p.m. with preshow musical entertainment at 7:30 p.m. and the
performance of “Hallelujah Girls” at 8 p.m. Tickets are $25 each and by reservation
only. Call or email (712-563-2541 or
saw@iowatelecom.net for tickets.
The musical will be in September with a Saturday night performance and a Sunday
matinee. More information will be available at a later date.

Chanticleer Community Theatre
830 Franklin Avenue, Council Bluffs, IA 51503
Phone: 712-323-9955, www.chanticleertheater.com

“Steel Magnolias”
February 3 – 12, 2017
This is the third production in our Main Stage Series,
with performances on Friday and Saturday nights at 7:30
p.m. and Sunday matinees at 2:00 p.m.
The production is directed by Tyler Orvis. The cast features: Christine Gochenour as Truvy, Megan Kelly as Annelle, Terry DeBenedictis as Clairee, Samantha Shatley as
Shelby, Lori Lynn Ahrends as M’Lynn and Denise Putman
as Ouiser.
Adults - $ 20.00
Seniors - $ 16.00
Children/Students - $ 10.00
Next up for Chanticleer, is Cabaret which opens March 31
and runs through April 9, 2017. Performances are Friday
and Saturday evenings at 7:30 and Sunday afternoons at
2:00 for two weekends. Cabaret will be directed by Gary
Bosanek, Musical Direction by Jerry Brabec and Choreography by Debbie Massey-Schneweis.
Old Fort Players Theatre presents
IF THE GOOD LORD’S WILLING AND THE CREEK DON’T RISE
Written by Pat Cook

Rounding out its 63rd Season
Ottumwa Community will present

Steel Magnolias
May 12-14

February 17, 18 & 19 and February 24 & 25, 2017
725 Avenue G, Fort Madison, IA 52627
SHOT IN THE DARK PRODUCTIONS, Sioux City
Presents I’ll Eat You Last March 2, 3, 4, 5, & 6, at The Evelyn
Larson Theatre at 413 Nebraska Street in Sioux City, Iowa
For more than 20 years, Sue Mengers' clients were the biggest names in show business: Barbra Streisand, Faye Dunaway, Burt Reynolds, Ali MacGraw, Gene Hackman, Cher, Candice Bergen, Ryan O'Ne
al, Nick Nolte, Mike Nichols, Gore Vidal, Bob Fosse…If her clients were the talk of the town, she was the town,
and her dinner parties were the envy of Hollywood. Now, you're invited into her glamorous Beverly Hills
home for an evening of dish, dirty secrets and all the inside showbiz details only Sue can tell you.
The week after the Academy Awards, Shot in the Dark presents I'll Eat You Last: A Chat With Sue Mengers in a
limited one weekend engagement starring Leslie Werden in this gossipy one woman show about the ins and
outs of seventies Hollywood.

SEEKING NOMINATIONS FOR ICTA BOARD
WEBSTER CITY
COMMUNITY THEATRE
presents

Five board members will be elected at the March
18, 2017, Iowa Community Theater Association's
Festival in Marshalltown.

MURDER ON A BUDGET
Written & Directed by
our own Sally Evans

The board meets four times a year. One time is at
the convention or festival, and the other three times
are on a Saturday afternoon in a rather centrallylocated site.
Board members are influential in overseeing the L.K.
Boutin grants, the Iowa Awards of Excellence
program, a quarterly newsletter, a website, and
other projects which aid in promoting community
theater. They are also responsible for a overseeing
the state convention and the state’s AACT/Fest in
alternating years.
Board members receive no reimbursement of
expenses, but as volunteers, they are eligible for an
income tax deduction. The 15 current board members are listed in this newsletter and on the website
at www.iowacommunitytheatres.com.
Are you, or someone else you know, wanting to be
on the ballot for a three-year term?
If so, immediately contact nominations chairman,
Donna Smithson, at 641-333-2220, 301 West Ohio
in Lenox, or lenoxdonna@lenoxia.com.

From Rick Myers
President, ICTA
It’s FESTIVAL TIME! I hope everyone can make
it to Marshalltown, March 16 – 19 for the ICTA
state theatre festival.
This is such an awesome opportunity to see
theatres from across Iowa put on their
competition pieces and to listen to accredited
adjudicators as they critique each show.
If you have never been to a festival, you need to
go! Not only can you see awesome shows, but
you will meet and network with other theatres
from across the state.
See you there!

February 17-19 & 24-26
All Aboard!
Webster City Community Theatre invites you to join the Higby High
School Class of 1968 for a reunion unlike any you’ve ever attended.
When the passengers and crew set sail, little do they know how the
lousy weather, a second-rate cruise ship, and a classmate’s murder combine to make it a miserable trip for them...but a very comical romp for
the audience.

Next up…Sherlock Holmes & the Wolf Family Caper
March 31, April 1-2, 7-9
Al Yungclas will direct this youth production with assistance of two high
school veteran WCCTers, Katie Greenfield and Maren Borer.

WCCT Invites You to a Stage Lighting Workshop
Saturday, March 4, 9:00 am-1:00 pm
$20
This workshop will be presented by John Pomeroy, associate professor,
tech director, designer, and department chair of Drake University of
Theatre Arts. John presented at the AACT Workshop at the Des
Moines Playhouse last August. If you missed his technical direction
workshop, here is another chance to learn.
The workshop is recommended for everyone involved in community
theatre, not just techies. Directors, actors, makeup artists, costumers,
set designers, and set builders will learn and understand how lighting
impacts and is impacted by all phases of the production.
9:00
9:30

10:30
11:15
11:30
12:00
12:30

Registration. $20 payable on site. Rolls, coffee, and juice
General lighting concepts that enhance the story and audience’s
experience, set mood, direct attention. Ellipsoidals, fresnels,
scoops, spots, and LEDs: how they work and what they do.
Choosing and using colored gels. Lights, costumes, and
makeup.
Demystifying LEDs...what is it, how does it work, expense, inte
grating with existing equipment, is it for our theatre
Break
Lighting plots...why and how
Putting it all together. General discussion. Other thoughts.
Q&A
Wrap-up

If you would like to attend the stage lighting workshop, contact
Wil Groves at domehome@netins.net or Sam Ose at samosa@gmail.com with your name, theatre name/location, phone,
and email address.

2016-2017 PRODUCTION CALENDAR
You are encouraged to support your peers and broaden your theatre experience by
attending performances at their theatres. Check the ICTA website for more details.
February 3-19
February 3-14
February 10-18
February 11-19
February 17-25
February 14
February 17-19
February 17-19, 24-26
February 17-19
February 17-19
February 17-26
February 17-19, 24-26
February 17-25
February 17-March 4
February 18-19
February 24-26
February 24-26, March 3-5
February 24-26, March 3-10
March 2-6
March 3-5
March 3-12
March 3-12
March 3-12
March 11-12
March 16-19
March 24-April 2
March 24-April 2
March 24-April 9
March 30-April 1
March 31, April 1-8
March 31, April 1-2, 7-9
March 31, April 1-9
March 31, April 1-2, 7-9
March 31-April 9
March 31-April 9
March 31-April 9

“The Fantasticks” at Ankeny Community Theatre
“Steel Magnolias” at Chanticleer Theatre in Council Bluffs
“Plaza Suite” at Boone Community Theatre
“Ramona Quimby” at Marshalltown Community Theatre
“Bridge to Terabithia” at Black Hawk Children’s Theatre in Waterloo
“Palette of Possibility” at Wilson Performing Arts in Red Oak
“Almost, Maine” at Great River Players in Keokuk
“Murder on a Budget” at Webster City Community Theatre
“Almost, Maine” at Great River Players, Keokuk
“Let’s Murder Marsha” at Judge Story’s Theatrical Troupe in Story City
“Alibis” at Players Workshop in Burlington
“Murder on a Budget” at Webster City Community Theatre
“If the Good Lord’s Willing & the Creek Don’t Rise” at Old Fort Players, Fort Madison
“Assassins” at Community Theatre of Cedar Rapids
“Palette of Possibility” at Des Moines Playhouse
“Love Letters” at Ottumwa Community Theatre
“The Fox on the Fairway” at Cedar Falls Community Theatre
“Holes” at Des Moines Playhouse
“I’ll Eat You First” at Shot in the Dark Productions in Sioux City
“Antigone” at Story Theatre Company of Ames
“Smokey Joe’s Café” at Spencer Community Theatre
“Anything Goes” at Iowa City Community Theatre
“Smokey Joe’s Café” at Spencer Community Theatre
“Visiting Mr. Green” at Cedar Falls Community Theatre
ICTA State Festival at Marshalltown Community Theatre
“Rumors” at Waterloo Community Theatre
“The Crucible” at Community Theatre of Cedar Rapids
“A Delightful Quarantine” at Ankeny Community Theatre
“Noises Off” at Union Street Players in Pella
“Jesus Christ Superstar” at Newton Community Theatre
“Sherlock Holmes and the Wolf Family Caper” at Webster City Community Theatre
“Other Desert Cities” at ACTORS in Ames
“The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe” at Southwest Iowa Theatre Group, Shenandoah
“Cabaret” at Chanticleer Theatre in Council Bluffs
“Sherlock Holmes & the Wolf Family Caper” at Webster City Community Theatre
“Vinegar Joe” at Community Theatre of Cedar Rapids

April 6-9
April 21-23, 28-29
April 28-May 7
April 28-30, May 5-7
April 28-30, May 4-7
April 28-May 15

“The Love Song of J. Robert Oppenheimer” at New Minowa Players in Decorah
“Bully: An Adventure with Teddy Roosevelt” at Boone Community Theatre
“Squabbles” at Spencer Community Theatre
“Annie Get Your Gun” at City Circle Acting Company in Coralville
“Death by Chocolate” at Players Workshop in Burlington
“First Date” at Shot in the Dark Productions in Sioux City

Your ICTA Board Members
Rick Myers, President (2018)
imacting@yahoo.com

Helen Beneke (2017)
hbeneke2@hotmail.com

Pam Ratliff (2018)
pamela.ratliff@gafg.com

John Olson, Vice President (2019)
johnolson1@hotmail.com

Carol Brehmer (2017)
carolbells@mediacombb.net

Mel Wilson (2017)
melba1453@gmail.com

Donna Smithson, Secretary & Region V Rep (2018)
lenoxdonna@lenoxia.com

Molly Ketchum (2018)
mollyketchum@hotmail.com

Christine Wolf (2017)
ChristineWolf3@msn.com

Gerard Schwickerath, Treasurer (2019)
Gerard-s@iowatelecom.net

Bobbi Lutzen (2019)
grp@greatriverplayers.com

Norman Ussery (2019)
Norman.ussery@wcpbhct.org

Loween Getter, Past President (2019)
loweengetter@wmtel.net

Jason Paull (2018)
japaull@gmail.com

Cheryl Zieringer (2017)
wahlhubzier@hotmail.com

