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Thank You Sioux City Community Theatre
For Hosting Our ICTA State Convention
Members from the four corners and in between attended the
biennial ICTA state convention held at Sioux City Community
Theatre June 10-11. A kick-off Happy Hour was held Friday
evening. Saturday’s activities began with registration and
refreshments.
The three workshops were each presented three times during the

morning and afternoon sessions.
Kristi Quinn, national adjudicator, offered valuable information on
participating in AACT/Fest at the state, regional and national levels.
As an adjudicator, she reads, researches, and studies each script
and notes the challenges they present.

Members of Shot in the Dark presented the “Big Theatre for the
Small Stage” workshop. Dale Hartshorn credits their scenic
design flexibility to the use of levels, attention to detail, innovative
lighting, and the use of unusual materials. Kristy Tremayne offered
hints on costuming and building and maintaining the theatre’s
wardrobe collection. Did you know that floral spray paint is a
great way to age fabrics? Nancy Seeman said choreography at
Shot centers on preparation, adaptability, collaboration, and utilization of levels, entrances, and exits.
Scott Kruse and Chuck Prior told us that actors at their theatre
perform in an intimate space that seats 50, so facial expressions
and gestures, makeup, and projection are important. According to
Joey Hartshorn, directing for the small stage requires attention to
the script, researching the details, knowing and recruiting the
talent pool, trusting your crew, making choices, taking risks, owning your mistakes, and having a Plan B.

Kristi then looks at the theatre’s ability to realize the script the
best they could. If the performance lacks that realization, there is
no magic. Her comments following a performance are meant to be
helpful and acknowledging of the passion they have for their art.
Since changes have been made to it, Kristi encouraged participants
and chairs to go online for the new Festival Handbook (aact.org/
handbook). The state AATC/Fest will be held March 17-19, 2017 at
Marshalltown Community Theatre. Plan now to attend, and even
better yet, bring a 60-minute production for competition.
Plays selected to move on will go to Region 5 Festival April 27-30,
2017 in Brainard, MN. The National Festival will be held June 26July 1, 2017 in Rochester, MN.
Entering a show is not the only reason AACT/Fest exits. It is
attended by people who participate in literally all aspects of live
theatre: audience members, costumers, script writers, actors,
lighting designers, box office volunteers, board members,
everybody. Informative and enlightening workshops will help you
learn and embellish your skills in every aspect of theatre. From the
workshops, you can begin networking, gain inroads to resources,

Sioux City native and Chicago resident, Colin Morgan, presented
a workshop on “Stage Combat.” He emphasized the importance
of safety and building trust with your fellow actors when using any
combative moves on stage.
Center Stage is your newsletter. Members around the state want to read about
what makes your theatre special and the shows you are staging. We are
especially interested in any milestones your theatre is celebrating. Be sure to
send your information and news to the editor at loweengetter@wmtel.net.
Deadlines:

July 15 for Summer issue
October 15 for Fall issue
January 15 for Winter issue

AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE GALA - 2016

Shrek takes 8 Awards of Excellence
Sioux City Community Theatre
Music Direction-Shelly Youngberg (shown in photo on left) & Brian Rasmussen
Lead Actor-Marcus Lanseth as Donkey
Supporting Actor-Tim Huggenberger as Lord Farquadd
Ensemble-Fairy Tale Characters
Scenic Design-Kristy Tremayne
Technical Design-Adam Youngberg (shown in middle photo)
Choreography-Kayla Kellen (shown in photo on right) & Melanie Boble
Costumes-Deb Morgan (shown in middle photo) & Kristy Tremayne

Lead Actress
Sunshine Yoders as
The Lady of the Lake
Monty Python’s Spamalot
Webster City Community Theatre

Supporting Actress
Carrie Yost as
Lorraine Sheldon
The Man Who Came to Dinner
Waterloo Community Playhouse/
Black Hawk Children’s Theatre

Excellence in Direction
Melinda Worthington
Joseph and the Amazing
Technicolor Dreamcoat
Newton Community Theatre
(accepting, Sue Beukema)

Awards presented by Rick Myers, ICTA President; Peggy Brown, retiring ICTA Secretary; Cheryl Zieringer, Board Member & awards committee member.

Loween Getter receives AACT Distinguished Merit Award
Kristi Quinn, AACT representative, presented Loween Getter the award at the Gala.
Loween has been a leader, respected director, and actress in the Webster City Community
Theatre for 31 years. She was active in the acquisition and remodeling of its buildingincluding two expansion projects-and has served in various board roles, including president.
Over the past decade, Loween has successfully pursued grant opportunities to help fund
remodeling projects, publicity, and such special projects as Camp Creamery, a youth
theatre workshop facilitated by a professional troupe from Old Creamery Theatre in
Amana.
In addition to her work with WCCT, Loween has served in various positions on the ICTA
board of directors and is the current newsletter editor.
“The opportunity to interact with theatre-lovers from across the state at meetings, state
conventions, festivals, and reviewing productions at other community theatres has broadened my knowledge base and challenged me to keep learning. It was community theatre
that brought my husband and I together in 2006. I have no idea how my life would have
played out had I not gotten involved in community theatre all those years ago.”

ICTA BOARD—ANNUAL MEETING
President Rick called the meeting to order and welcomed the 40
people in attendance.
Secretary Peggy Brown read the minutes of the annual meeting
held April 15, 2015 in Waterloo. In Gerard's absence, President
Rick reviewed the treasurer's report. There are 35 theatres and
23 individuals with paid memberships. The current bank balance is
$13,782.05.
The Nominating Committee chair, Cheryl Zieringer, reported
there were eight candidates running for five seats on the board.
They are Cheryl Clark, Loween Getter, Joey Hartshorn, R.J.
Lundgren, Bobbi Jo Lutzen, John Olson, Gerard Schwickerath and Norman Ussery. There were no nominations from the floor. Ballots
were distributed to paid members and tabulated by the Nominating Committee consisting of Cheryl, Helen Beneke, Mel Wilson and
Christine Wolf.
Loween Getter, editor of Center Stage newsletter, requested information regarding theatre activities and upcoming productions and gave
deadlines for future editions. Information should also be sent to Jenn Beukema for the ICTA website.
Kristi Quinn reported that AACT wishes to promote community theatres and volunteers throughout the United States in Spotlight
magazine. Information should be submitted to her or Cranston Dodds at AACT. Information about joining AACT was available.
Election results were announced. Loween Getter, Bobbi Jo Lutzen, John Olson, Gerard Schwickerath, and Norman Ussery will serve for
three years, 2016-2018.
The meeting was adjourned at 1:20 P.M. The board of directors will meet at 2:45 P.M. in the Green Room. President Rick announced the
Awards Banquet and Gala will begin at 6:30 P.M.
Peggy Brown, Secretary

AACT 2016 TEAM Conference Coming to Des Moines—It’s Not to Late to Register!
AACT is offering an expanded education conference August 19-21 at the Des Moines Playhouse. The four tracts will focus on Educational
Programming, Directing the Theatre’s Artistic Vision, Development /Marketing Skills, and Technical Theatre Skills.
Registration Fees (per person)
By July 19:
AACT Member $235
Non-member $310
By Aug 2:
AACT Member $260
Non-member $335
After August 2:
AACT Member $285
Non-member $360
For more information, go to aact.org/team. A block of rooms are held at Holiday Inn Express Downtown are $139/person through July 17.

Front: Christine Wolf, President Rick Myers, Helen Beneke, Loween Getter
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Not shown: Carol Brehmer, Jason Paull, Treasurer Gerard Schwickerath

Your ICTA Board Members
Rick Myers, President
(2018)
imacting@yahoo.com

Molly Ketchum
(2018)
mollyketchum@hotmail.com

John Olson, Vice President
(2019)
johnolson01@hotmail.com

Bobbi Lutzen
(2019)
grp@greatriverplayers.com

Donna Smithson, Secretary and
AACT Region V
(2018)
lenoxdonna@lenoxia.com

Jason Paull
(2018)
japaull@gmail.com

Gerard Schwickerath, Treasurer
(2019)
Gerard50208@gmail.com
Loween Getter, Past President
(2019)
loweengetter@wmtel.net
Helen Beneke
(2017)
hbeneke2@hotmail.com
Carol Brehmer
(2017)
carolbells@mediacombb.net

Pam Ratliff
(2018)
pamela.ratliff@gafg.com
Mel Wilson
(2017)
melba1453@gmail.com
Christine Wolf
(2017)
ChristineWolf3@msn.com
Norman Ussery
(2019)
norman.ussery@wcpbhct.org
Cheryl Zieringer
(2017)
wahlhubzier@hotmail.com

Thank You! Thank You! Thank You!
A huge thank you to Peggy Brown for your
many years of service to ICTA as our
recording secretary. Your minutes were
always done promptly and without error.
Now you can give your pen a rest. You
will be a hard act to follow!
Another thank you to our out-going board
member, R.J. Lundgren, who has served
since 2014. We applaud your contributions to the board and our organization.

